
 
 

Modular homes make great vacation homes   
 
Okemos, Mich., November 23, 2015— Are you wanting a place to get away from it all, but 
without the challenges, frustrations and costs associated with building a new vacation cottage or 
purchasing an older, used home? Consider private property placement of a brand new luxury 
modular home, suggests the Michigan Manufactured Housing Association.  

 “For people with the property, but not necessarily the desire to build a new home from 
the ground up, modular homes are worth taking a look at,” says Phil LaMarch of Phil and Lee’s 
Homes, Escanaba, Michigan. “The main advantages to buying a high-end modular house as your 
vacation home are the time and money savings,” LaMarch said.  

It takes approximately 60 to 90 days to have a modular home placed on a site and another 
30 to 60 days to move in. A stick-built home can take an average of six months, depending on 
permits, weather conditions and more. Cost savings can be upwards of 30 percent, said Chris 
Hoffman, sales manager for Little Valley Homes, Cadillac, Michigan, and come from not having 
to hire multiple subcontractors since everything is built and assembled in a factory.  

As beautiful as a traditionally built home, modular homes arrive to a homesite 60 to 80 
percent complete. The homes are sealed off from damaging elements, and projects like the roof, 
electrical and detailing begin immediately.   

Modular homes also offer clients something else a traditional home cannot, said 
Hoffman. “You can touch and experience the home you will own as opposed to listening to a 
builder and reviewing a blueprint.” Hoffman suggests people come in and see for themselves 
how well-appointed and energy efficient modular homes are. “These homes are not the modular 
homes of the past,” he said. 

Another major benefit to using a modular home as a vacation or summer home is it can 
be closed up tightly in the off-seasons without worry. “A modular home often has a vinyl cover 
over the drywall, which protects the walls from cracking with cold,” explains Hoffman. “When 
it’s time to close up for the season, an owner only needs to blow out the water lines, turn off the 
heat and lock the door.”  

For more information, contact Michigan Manufactured Housing Association at 
www.michhome.org; or call 517-349-3300.   
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