
  
 

 

Housing trends on target in manufactured and modular homes 
 

OKEMOS, Mich.—Housing trends seen in site-built homes are also available in manufactured and modular 
homes at a less expensive price.  
 
According to Jay Ciokajlo, general manager of Champion Home Builders in Topeka, Ind., the largest trend 
he sees incorporated into manufactured homes is the whole-house communications systems controlled by 
smartphones and apps. In January, Champion Home Builders introduced Home Point packages—whole- 
house systems, which includes the Nest Learning Thermostat for managing interior climate and Lutron 
Caseta Smart Bridge for controlling  lighting, window shades and smoke and carbon monoxide detection 
systems from any smart devise.   
 
“Manufactured homes aren’t typically considered particularly super sophisticated in terms of technology, 
but our buyers are becoming more and more involved with utilizing home maintenance apps, and our 
homes are reflecting their familiarity with the evolving technology,” said Ciokajlo.   
  
Open floor plans and fantastic kitchens with colossal counter islands that do double duty as food 
preparation and eating areas continue to dominate home design. High-end kitchen upgrades like pot filling 
faucets and farmhouse sinks continue to be popular. The cerused wood technique, which highlights certain 
wood grains, is a unique, sophisticated flooring option, while subway tiles dominate kitchen backsplashand 
bathroom shower stalls.  
 
Another favorite customization is a well-appointed master bath, featuring a door-free shower, luxurious 
showerheads and stunning stonework designs complemented by beautiful lighting fixtures. Stand-alone 
bathtubs are a fabulous focal feature of many bathroom designs.   
 
“People buy based on what they can afford, and oftentimes they want to spend their money on an incredible 
kitchen or bath,” said Ciokajlo.  
 
“Many manufactured homes are not just following trends, but setting them” said Darren Ing, director of the 
Michigan Manufactured Housing Association. “In addition to being beautiful, the new class of 
manufactured homes are well-appointed, spacious, extremely energy efficient and expertly built.”  
 
Manufactured and modular homes are the choice for saving money on a custom-built home because they 
are built with the same high-quality materials as site-built homes. The average price of a custom, site-built 
home with top-of-the-line materials can run $200-$400 per square foot, whereas a top-of-the-line 
manufactured or modular home runs 10 to 30 percent less. The majority of the savings comes from volume 
pricing on construction materials, exterior features and appliances. Weather delays, vandalism and theft are 
just a few costly issues that are eliminated when homes are built in a climate-controlled and secure factory. 
All of these savings are passed on to the homeowner. 

(more) 
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In the home building process, which takes place predominantly inside, quality of workmanship is not 
sacrificed in manufactured and modular homes. Throughout the building process, construction is 
continually inspected to ensure the home meets the proper standards. Each home is engineered and 
inspected to meet wind safety standards and energy efficiency requirements.  
 
For information about manufactured and modular housing, and to learn how it can be an affordable housing 
choice for you, visit www.michhome.org. 
 
The Michigan Manufactured Housing Association (MMHA) is a nonprofit trade association representing 
the manufactured and modular housing industry in Michigan. MMHA works to improve the image of 
manufactured housing by educating consumers, media and government about the quality, affordability, 
design and beauty of the homes. It also works to protect the interests of the industry and the owners of 
manufactured homes. For more information about manufactured  housing, visit www.michhome.org, or 
contact MMHA, 2222 Association Drive, Okemos, MI 48864-5978; 517.349.3300. 
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