
  
 
    Land-lease living  

Redefining the ideal neighborhood 
  
OKEMOS, Mich.—From close-knit neighborhoods with community-wide events to exceptional 
residential services including lawn and snow maintenance, living in a land-lease community has definite 
advantages.  
 
Land-lease living means residents of these communities own their homes, but rent the property their 
house is located on. This arrangement allows residents to enjoy home ownership without land ownership 
expenses. 
 
Homeowners living in land-lease communities enjoy a variety of benefits, including amenities not 
typically found in a site-built subdivision or an apartment and condominium development such as 
swimming pools, community clubhouses, playgrounds, ball fields, walking/biking trails and RV storage.  
 
 “Living in a land-lease community affords you the benefits of living in a home in a beautiful 
neighborhood without the extra costs, taxes and headaches associated with property ownership,” explains 
Lynn Granata, Regional Manager for Harmony Communities, owners of The Lakes Estates in Kimball, 
Mich. 
 
 “In addition, our community offers our residents stunning pond views, a recreational trail, recent street 
and landscaping upgrades, a community library, heated pool, workout room and many social 
opportunities,” she said. The Lakes Estates, winner of the 2015 Manufactured Housing Institute’s “Land-
lease Community of the Year” award, has occupancy rate of more than 86 percent and Granata believes it 
is because of the amenities, the well-maintained community and the wonderful residents.  
 
Kris Mavin and his family are on their third home in 10 years in the AJR Community of Hartland 
Meadows, Hartland, Mich. “There are a lot of pre-conceived notions but they are not what people think. 
Our neighborhood is beautiful, manicured and well-maintained. All of our neighbors have a tremendous 
amount of pride in their homes. We love it here and haven’t been disappointed at all.”  
 
According to the Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs, there are 1,122 licensed 
communities in the state of Michigan. Whether you are looking to relocate, or want to find a land-lease 
community in your area, visit www.michhome.org to explore the potential and possibilities. 
 
The Michigan Manufactured Housing Association is a non-profit trade association representing the 
manufactured and modular home industry in Michigan. MMHA works to improve the image of 
manufactured housing by educating consumers, media and government about the quality, affordability, 
design and beauty of the homes. It also works to protect the interests of the industry and the owners of 
manufactured homes. For more information about manufactured housing, visit www.michhome.org, 
contact MMHA, 2222 Association Drive, Okemos, MI 48864-5978; 517.349.3300. 
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